
Reception long term topic plan 2017-2018 

Autumn 1 Ourselves/ our body 

Prime learning challenge: What do I know about me? 
 
Challenge enables children to develop self awareness and settle, look at themselves and get to 
know their class mates. It also enables children to look at their own and others special 
qualities. 

Term and week Question Book links Other role play/ 
visitors/ outings 

Activities 

Week 1-  5/9/17 
Tue/Wed/Thurs/Fri 

Part time- 
What is my 
name? 

Starting School 
Hodge the 
hedgehog 
It’s Not Fair! 

EYFS baseline 
assessments 

Find out what the 
children like the best? 
 

Week 2- 11/9/17 
 

Part time- Who 
are the special 
people in my 
family? 

Where’s my 
mum? 
I love my 
mummy 
My Daddy is 
the best 
 

EYFS baseline 
assessments 

Find out what the 
children like the best? 
 

Week 3- 18/9/17 How am I the 
same?  
How am I 
different? 

The Ugly 
Duckling 
What do I look 
like? 
 
WOW: bring in 
pictures of 
babies to 
compile a baby 
guess who 
display 

EYFS baseline 
assessments 
Home corner 

Self portraits  
 

Week 4- 25/9/17 What do the 
different parts 
of the body 
do? 

Funny bones- 
Big books 
 

Doctors role play 
area 
Nurse/Doctor 
 

Skeleton pictures 
 

Week 5- 2/10/17 
4th to 6th  

Harvest- Why 
do we have 
harvest? 

Little Red Hen Harvest Festival 
Raising money? 

 

Week 6- 9/10/17 What helps me 
grow? 

Oliver’s fruit (3) 
and veg (1) 
Bertie Books?? 

Visit from the 
dentist Hand 
washing/teeth 
cleaning  
Staying healthy 

Healthy eating plate 
 

Week 7- 16/10/17 
 
Creative week 

Creative 
Week- Diwali/ 
India 
How do people 
celebrate 
Diwali? 

Story of Rama 
and Sita 
Powerpoint 

Dressing up 
 

Rangoli patterns 
Henna tattoos 
Jewellery making 
 

Autumn 2: Light and dark 
PLC-Where does the day go at night? WOW: watch a time lapse video of day turning into night.   
Children will find out about differences between day and night, they will learn about nocturnal 

 

 

 



animals 
 

PLC-Twinkle, twinkle little star, how I wonder what you are? WOW: watch a trip around the 
universe on the smart board/. Visit to planetarium? This challenge gives children a sense of 
the universe.  Children will begin to explore space and learn about the planets, moon and 
stars. They will be involved in a lot of creative and imaginary experiences linked to space and 
aliens.  They will have the opportunity to retell a variety of space stories.  
 

Week 1- 30/10/17 
 
 

Bonfire safety- 
How can a fire 
fighter help 
me? 
Autumn- How 
can I create 
Autumn 
colours? Are 
all leaves the 
same shape? 

Emergency! 
(1) 
  

Fire engine visit 
Fire station role 
play? 
 

Colour mixing 
Leaf printing 
 

Week 2-6/11/17 What happens 
when I am 
asleep? 
Day & night 
Nocturnal 
animals (owls) 
What animals 
are awake at 
night? 

Day monkey/ 
night monkey 
Owl Babies 
The Owl who 
was Afraid of 
the Dark (0) 
 

Remembrance 
Sunday 
Role play 
Owl puppets 

Light and dark/ 
torches/ dens. Making 
a simple circuit. 
Shadow den 
 

Week 3- 13/11/17 Planets 
What planet do 
we live on? 
 
What can I see 
in space? 
(rockets) 
What happens 
to baby’s 
rocket when it 
gets wet? 

Zoom Rocket 
Zoom (at 
home) 
Space fact 
book 
Whatever next- 
Big books 
 
WOW: 
smartboard 3d 
around 
universe 

Space costumes 
Lego space set 
Space rocks/ 
rockets 
Moon sand 
Space 
Rocket role play 
Lego space set 
Space rocks/ 
rockets 

Make rockets/ planets 
 

Week 4- 20/11/17 Do all aliens 
look the same? 
Where do 
aliens come 
from? 

Aliens love 
underpants- 
read the trilogy 
of books 

Make aliens- EAD 
Alien dressing up 

Make shape aliens 
 

Week 5- 27/11/17 Dinosaurs 
 
Who does the 
footprint 
belong to? 

Dinosaur Roar! 
(Ibook) 

Dinosaur small 
world 
Dinosaur jigsaws 
Dinosaur video 
(visitor) 
 

Describing dinosaurs  
Start teaching RE 

Week 6- 4/12/17 Dinosaurs 
 
What 
happened to 
the dinsaurs? 

The Dinosaur 
that pooped 
the Past. 
(Ibook) 

Forest/ cave role 
play 
 

Volcano explosion 
Similarities and 
differences between 
places  



Week 7- 11/12/17 
 
Creative week 

Christmas DT 
creative week  
 
Why do 
Christians 
celebrate 
Christmas? 
 
How do 

Christians 

celebrate 

Christmas? 

Nativity story 
 
 
Letters to 

Father 

Christmas 

Christmas 
production-  
Patterns- 
wrapping paper/ 
3d shapes/ 
Santas grotto role 
play- EAD 
Christmas party/ 
dinner/mass  
Make Christmas 
cards. 

Salt dough decorations 
Painting baubles 
Making snowflakes 
Retelling story (lit) Week 8- 18/12/17 

 
3 days 

Spring 1 
Winter 
PLC- What is it like in winter? 
WOW:  Watch a clip of the film Jack frost/Play out in the snow- if any! 

Week 1- 4/1/18 
 
2 days 

Talk about the 
weather  

Weather book Play in snow 
Weather  
 

Rain collectors   
Weather report (lit) 

Week 2- 8/1/18 Why does Jack 
frost’s hand 
melt? How can 
I keep warm? 

One snowy 
night 

Winter 
wonderland 

Sorting warm and cold/ 
ice experiments/ 
melting and freezing 
Waterproof 
experiments 
List (lit) 
 

Week 3- 15/1/18 Where do 
Polar bears 
live? 

Dear Polar 
Bear 
The littlest 
polar bear 
 

Polar explorer role 
play- igloo set up 

Letter to the Polar bear 
(lit) 

Week 4- 22/1/18 Why can’t a 
polar bear and 
a penguin be 
friends? 

Cuddly Dudley 
(1) 
Lost and found 
(Ibook) 

Make a penguin 
using bottles and 
tubes 

Label a penguin 
Compare a penguin 
and a polar bear(lit) 

Spring 1 Fantasy 
PLC-   Who are the famous characters in my books? 

Week 5- 29/1/18 Is there room 
on the broom 
for me? 

Room on the 
broom- big 
books 
What’s in the 
wizards pocket  
 

Making 
broomsticks 
Castle small world 

Making spells/ potions 
(lit) 

Week 6- 5/2/18 Who lives in a 
castle? 
 
 

Cinderella  
Princess and 
the wizard- big 
books 

Castle role play Invitation to a ball (lit) 



Week 7- 12/2/18 
 
Creative week 
Chinese NY 16th  

Chinese 
(China) New 
Year creative 

Chinese New 
Year- Big 
books 
 

Chinese lion 
company 
Chinese 
restaurant set in 
role play area  
 

Food tasting 
Lantern making 
Writing menus (lit) 
 

Spring 2 
House and homes/ traditional tales 
PLC: Who are the famous characters in my books?  
WOW:  Read the Jolly Postman and dress up as the characters in the book. 

Week 1- 26/2/18 What should 
the three little 
pigs have built 
their houses 
from? 

Non fiction 
book about 
houses and 
homes 
Three little 
pigs- Big 
books 

Exterior of 
houses- detached/ 
semi etc  
3 little pigs house 
role play area 
Using real 
bricks/construction  
 

Maths – what time is it 
Mr wolf? 
Make different types of 
houses for the pigs.  
Wanted poster (lit) 

Week 2- 5/3/18 
 
Mothers day 11th  

Why would 
Goldilocks like 
baby bear’s 
bed the best? 
Should 
Goldilocks say 
sorry? 

Goldilocks and 
the three 
bears- Big 
books 

Interior of houses. 
Rooms- draw in 
rooms. Design 
own wallpaper. 
Make new bed 
and chairs 
 
 

Mothers day cards 
Role play Goldilocks  
Storyboard (lit) 
 

Week 3- 12/3/18 Can you help 
the three Billy 
goats get to 
the other side 
of the bridge? 

Three Billy 
Goats Gruff- 
Big book 

Position focus  
 
 

Narrative writing (lit) 

Week 4- 19/3/18 
 
Creative week 

Creative week- 
technology 

N/A N/A Ipads, laptops, 
beebots, IWBs, remote 
cars, cameras etc. 

Summer 1 Growing 
PLC- What happened to Jack’s beans? 
WOW:  trip to garden centre, allotment or garden 

 

Week 1- 9/4/18 What did Jack 
need to do to 
make the 
beanstalk 
grow? 

Jack and the 
beanstalk 
My bean diary 
The tiny seed 
Eric Carle 
 
 

Garden centre 
role play 
WOW: visit a 
garden centre 

Growing own bean 
Write a bean diary (lit) 

Week 2- 16/4/18 What could we 
grow in our 
garden? 
Who likes 
vegetable 
soup? 

Jaspers 
beanstalk/ 
Eddies garden 
 

Investigating 
different 
vegetables 

Planting outside 
How to plant a seed 
instructions (lit) 

Week 3-23/4/18 What happens 
to Chicken 
Licken’s eggs? 

Chicken 
Licken- Big 
book 

Living eggs??? 
World book day  
Egg experiments 

Life cycle of a chick (lit) 



Chicks  

Summer 1 Mini beasts: PLC- are all mini beasts scary? 
WOW moment: bug man to come and visit 

Week 4- 30/4/18 Why does a 
spider need a 
web? 
Does a worm 
have legs? 

Very busy 
spider 
 
Superworm 
 
Non fiction 
books 

Sorting legs/ no 
legs 
Mini beast hunt 
Fact files 

Non fiction writing (lit) 

Week 5- 7/5/18 Why does a 
ladybird have 
spots? 
 
Is a caterpillar 
always 
hungry? 
Where did the 
butterfly come 
from? 

Bad tempered 
ladybird 
 
 
Hungry 
caterpillar- Big 
books 

symmetry/ life 
cycles/ data 
handling 

Doubling and halving 
Creating mini beasts  
Live butterflies 
Life cycle (lit) 
 

Week 6- 14/5/18 Could you be a 
superhero like 
traction man or 
Supertato? 

Supertato 
(Ibook and 
book) 
Magnet Man 
 
 

Superhero role 
play and 
challenges 
 

Magnet man- looking 
at magnetic and non 
magnetic items 
Newspaper report (lit) 

Week 7- 21/5/18 
 
Creative week 

Creative artist- 
Andy 
Goldsworthy 
 
 
 

Powerpoint of 
work 

N/A Collecting materials 
Making own art work 

Summer 2 
PLC- What can I find near the sea? 
WOW- Pirates- Receive a message in a bottle from Pirate Pete- dress up the beebot 
Sea- receive a postcard/ video link to Charlie bear on Holiday 

Week 1- 4/6/18 What can you 
see at the 
seaside? Why 
is a lighthouse 
important to 
sailors? 
 

Lighthouse 
keepers lunch 
(one big book 
+ small)  

Seaside past/ now 
Postcards 
Ice cream shop 
Bring in holiday 
snaps from home 
Pirate ship role 
play 
Wanted posters 
message in a 
bottle 

Message in a bottle 
Sandwich instructions 
(lit) 

Week 2- 11/6/18 How can we 
stay safe? 

SAFETY WEEK 
 

Father’s day cards 
Safety Poster  

Week 3- 18/6/18 What does a 
pirate look like 
and what do 
they do? 

Night pirates Pirates role play 
Seaside role play 

Make pirate props 
Make treasure maps 
Letter (lit) 

Week 4- 25/6/18 Can you help 
Pirate Pete find 

Pirate Pete Pirate day Narrative writing (lit) 



 

 

Additional information: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

his treasure? 

Week 5- 2/7/18 Which 
creatures live 
in water? 
 

Commotion in 
the ocean (1 
big book) snail 
and the whale 
(2 big books) 
sharing a shell 
(2 big books) 
Shark in the 
park (1 big 
book) 

Pirate role play 
Seaside role play 

Floating and sinking 
Description writing (lit) 

Animals- WOW moment trip to Blackpool Zoo. 
 

 

Week 6- 9/7/18 What animals 
live in the zoo? 

Dear Zoo- big 
books 

Blackpool zoo Writing a non- fiction 
book about the zoo 
Sorting animals from 
farm/ zoo 

Week 7- 16/7/18 Creative week 
??? 

   


